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FLINT YOUTH BALLET BEGINS GROUNDBREAKING BALANCHINE PARTNERSHIP

FLINT, MI -- The Flint Youth Ballet will be partnering with the world renowned Balanchine Trust on a four year project to explore the history and aesthetics of the famous Russian American choreographer, George Balanchine. The Balanchine Trust will provide Balanchine artists as master teachers to work directly with Flint Youth Ballet dancers, as well as provide support materials, including videos of Balanchine’s ballets performed by his own company, New York City Ballet.

The goal of the Flint Youth Ballet/Balanchine Project is to study the Balanchine aesthetic over the next four years through the exploration of Russian Classical Ballet and American dance forms. Research will be conducted by the dancers and faculty through the use of published works and the Internet, observing video of relevant works and by performing examples of ballets representing these genres.

The first master class with a Balanchine artist will be at 1:45 pm, Saturday, March 7, at the Flint School of Performing Arts, 1025 E. Kearsley St. in Flint. Deborah Wingert will be visiting from New York City to share Balanchine’s aesthetic in classes for the Flint Youth Ballet. She will offer a seminar on the Balanchine classics Serenade and Concerto Barocco. The seminar is open to the public. For more information call Karen Mills Jennings at 810-238-1350 Ext. 137.

The current Flint Youth Ballet repertory has been selected to assist the dancers in the exploration of Balanchine’s work. This year Flint Youth Ballet will perform Peter and the Wolf with the Flint Youth Symphony as an example of Russian folk tales. They will also present Odnazhdi, a classical pointe ballet using Russian folk dance as inspiration. Flint Youth Ballet will perform these works at The Whiting, April 3 at 7:00 pm and as part of Festival of Dance May 9 and 10 at the University of Michigan-Flint Theatre.

As the young dancers build an understanding of the Balanchine aesthetic, they will work toward having a Balanchine ballet set on them in the spring of 2012, to celebrate Flint Youth Ballet’s 25th Anniversary.

Flint Youth Ballet is under the direction of Karen Mills Jennings and is the advanced dance ensemble of the Flint School of Performing Arts. Intermediate and advanced dancers ages 12-18  from the Mid-Michigan area audition each December.

Deborah Wingert
Deborah Wingert began her dance training at the Central Pennsylvania Youth Ballet and continued her studies at Balanchine’s school, The School of American Ballet. She was invited to join the New York City Ballet at age 16 where she went on to perform more than 25 principal and soloist roles. She is currently on the faculty of the Manhattan Youth Ballet and is one of a small group of artists selected by the Balanchine Trust to set his choreography.

Flint Institute of Music
Dedicated to changing lives through a life-long continuum of music, theatre and dance, the Flint Institute of Music includes the Flint Symphony Orchestra, Flint School of Performing Arts and Flint Youth Theatre. A professional orchestra led by world-renowned music director Enrique Diemecke, the FSO enjoys a more than 90-year history. The FSPA is the eighth largest community arts school in the U.S. and provides outstanding music and dance opportunities for all ages and abilities, and offers tuition assistance. FYT is a nationally-acclaimed, award-winning resident theatre company and drama school, providing inter-generational, live theatre arts since 1957. A nonprofit organization, the FIM receives support from the Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural Affairs, a partner agency of the National Endowment for the Arts.
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